
BASIC CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE

TRUSTING JESUS AS SAVIOR & ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Introduction: In this session and the next we lay a foundation for the whole Christian life. We will be 
                      considering issues such as the need for salvation, how God provides salvation, and how we can be   

                      assured of salvation and walk in it.

1. The Problem

- What is the problem of the human race? ( Separation from God

- Why do we have this problem? ( Sin, we are rebels wanting to be our own Gods, doing things 
our own way rather than God’s way. Romans 3:23 tells us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (NIV).
- What is sin? ( Attitude or action or lack of action that is against God’s will. Some of the 
biblical terminology gives us an archery image of missing the mark/target of God’s will.
A. God’s Holiness:

· The Bible teaches that God is holy (Exodus 15:11; Leviticus 11:44-45; Ps 99:9).

- What is holiness? And what is God’s holiness? ( The essence of holiness is to be set apart. 
God is absolutely holy and set apart from all creation by his manifold perfections. Part of his holiness is that he is without sin and consequently cannot allow sin in his presence or to continue permanently without consequence. So, we are separated from God because of his holiness and our sin. 
· 1 John 1:5

- What does this verse tell us about God? ( God is light.
- What does light do to darkness? ( It destroys it. The two are antithetical, and light is 

more powerful. If we could force our way into God’s full presence, we would
perish instantly because His holiness could not tolerate our unholiness. 
- Do you remember what happened when Moses asked to see God’s glory? 

( God told him, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and 

     live” (Exodus 32:20; NIV).


B. God’s Justice:

· Another aspect of God’s holiness is that he is just (Deut 32:4).

- How does justice respond to injustice? ( It condemns it, punishes it, etc.
- If God is just, then, how must he respond to us and our sin? ( Because God is just, He 
  must condemn wickedness. Because of this we all stand condemned before Him unless he 

  somehow remedies it. (Psalm 98:9; Acts 17:31; Rom 6:23a; Ephesians 2:1-3 [notice that v. 

  3 indicates that we are objects of God’s wrath because of our sin]; 2 Thes 1:8-10 [gives  

  insight into the full extent of the death incurred by sin])
C. God’s Love: Out of his love God made a way to redeem (rescue) us from his wrath so that we would not be destroyed. John 3:16; Rom 6:23 (emphasis here on 23b); Ephesians 2:4-5

2. Solutions Offered

There are two solutions offered to the dilemma of human sin. One is works, and the other is grace.

A. Works: The Human Solution

· The underlying thought is often, “how can we make it up to God?” and we try to remedy the infinite offense we’ve committed against him by doing good things.

- Apart from it not being God’s solution, what is wrong with this? Why doesn’t it work?



( We can’t make up for our sins. Doing something good does not make up for 

something bad that was done, particularly against the infinite God. And we are already supposed to do good anyway. On top of that, we continue to sin!
· The underlying thought can also be that God will accept us if we do more good than bad 

      because doing good earns God’s favor while doing bad earns his disfavor.

- Apart from it not being God’s solution, what is wrong with this? Why doesn’t it work?



( It leaves sin unaddressed. It ignores justice and fails to uphold God’s holiness.
· Going along with the archery image of sin mentioned earlier, not only aren’t we hitting the bullseye, we aren’t even making it to the target (falling short). Even our good deeds are like filthy rags compared to God’s righteousness (cf. Isaiah 64:6).

· Two analogies

(1) If we think of basic humanity as morally being at floor level, then think of really “good” people (like Gandhi or Mother Theresa, etc.) as being at the top of the rug. Compared to everyone else the “good” people may be special but compared to God’s holiness, which we can think of as being the ceiling, their relative righteousness means nothing.

(2) Two guys swim from California to Hawaii. The younger one swims hard and fast and tires rapidly. Five miles off shore he drowns. The older one sets a steady pace and outdistances the younger swimmer. He swims for twelve miles but then he too tires and drowns. The older swimmer did better than the younger, but neither came close to Hawaii (God’s righteousness).

· The “works” solution shows an attitude of self-reliance, independent of God, which ultimately fails. What we need is someone who can make it to Hawaii or hit the bullseye. That someone is Jesus.

B. Grace: God’s Solution

- What is grace? ( Unmerited favor; being given a free gift; as specifically applied to salvation, 
          God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
· Romans 3:21-26; 4:23-25
- Righteousness (v. 22)? ( Here, right standing with God; right relationship with God

- Justified (v. 24)? ( Declared to be in right standing/relationship with God

- Redemption (v. 24)? ( Salvation by the payment of a price





- What is the price paid? ( The death of Jesus Christ

- Sacrifice of atonement (or propitiation) (v. 25)? ( Means satisfaction or appeasement 
that turns God from wrath to favor. Jesus satisfied/appeased the wrath of God, satisfying his justice by paying the penalty for our sin and making him pleased with us and making us right with him. Jesus suffered death in our place. Jesus lived the perfect life we could never live and sacrificed himself for us, taking the punishment for our sin that we deserved, and giving us eternal life and blessing!
- Raised to life for our justification (Rom 4:25)? ( Through the resurrection, the Father declared Jesus 
righteous and showed that he accepted his sacrifice, and Jesus defeated death. Through faith, 
we share in the justification and life Jesus received in the resurrection,+we receive his 
righteousness. Together with his death, Jesus’s resurrection secures right relationship with God 
for those who believe in him.
- How do we get the righteousness and salvation spoken of in these passages? ( Faith (vv. 3:22, 25-
         26; 4:24)

- What is faith? ( Trust, reliance. We trust in Jesus and his death and resurrection to 

  
save us, for the forgiveness of our sins, to make us right with God, for eternal life, etc.
- What makes Jesus’s work adequate to forgive the terrible sins of the human race?


( He was (and is) both God and man (John 1:1-4, 14). And he was (and is) sinless and 

     perfect (Heb 4:15). As a man, he could represent us. And as God, his life was of 

     infinite value, as was his death. And as one without sin, he did not have to pay for his  

     own sins, but could take the sins of everyone else. In his resurrection, he defeated death.
3. Our Choice

- So what should our response then be to this good news? 

( Repentance and faith (Acts 20:21). Our response should be to put our faith in God’s 
solution (his grace and the death and resurrection of Christ). With this solution God’s justice has been satisfied. Jesus has paid the penalty for sin. God’s holiness is satisfied because we are clothed in Jesus’s righteousness so we can stand before God. God’s love has been satisfied because He 
     has made a way to save us and bring us into an eternal relationship with himself. Rom 
     3:25-26; John 3:16

- What is repentance? ( Repentance means to change one’s mind accompanied 

by a corresponding change in attitude and behavior. It is to turn 180 degrees. We were going one way (our own way), and now we turn and go the opposite way (God’s way). We turn away from sin and to God and his ways. We turn from self-reliance and to God’s grace and faith in it/him/Jesus/the gospel. 
- What is the relationship between repentance and faith in relation to salvation? 
( They are differing ways of expressing the same basic experience, but  

     with different emphasis. The Bible sometimes says that we are saved by 
     repentance and sometimes it says that we are saved by faith. Repentance 
     speaks of turning from sin and to Christ, faith in him, and his ways. It  

     emphasizes change. Faith implies change but focuses on what we turn to. Faith  

     also entails a commitment to obey Jesus.
4. Good works?

- We know as Christians that we’re supposed to do good works. Where do they come in?
· Ephesians 2:8-10 ( It’s because God has given us his love and mercy that we live rightly (righteously), not as an attempt to earn favor with God. Our good works should flow from faith, love, gratitude, and God’s Spirit in our lives. We do not do good works to get or earn salvation. We do good works because we already have salvation. (We are just touching on this briefly now. We will talk more about good works in the next study.)
5. Assurance of Salvation

What was it like for you emotionally when you became a Christian? For some it was a very emotional experience. For others there was very little fanfare. So how do we know whether we truly are saved? And what do we say when we worry that we might not really be forgiven or saved? 
· 1 John 5:13 indicates that we can know that we have eternal life. Based on this verse, how can we know? ( Believe in the Son of God (Jesus Christ)

· John 1:12 – How does someone become a child of God? ( Accept/receive Jesus; believe in him
· John 5:24 – What do those who believe Jesus’s word have? ( Eternal life
· John 10:27-29 – What does Jesus and his Father do for His sheep (followers)? 
( Give them eternal life and protect them
· Romans 5:6-10 – When did Jesus die for us? ( While we were still sinners
- What does that tell us? ( That Jesus loves us immensely even in our sin and wants us 

         to have eternal life with him, and will certainly save those  

         who believe in him. Paul basically answers in Rom 5:9-10
· John 3:16 – What does this famous verse affirm and promise? ( God loves the sinful world and 

that whoever believes in Jesus will not perish but have eternal life.
- From this sampling of verses, what does God promise? ( Salvation/eternal life for those who 

       believe
      - So if you believe in Jesus (trust in him as Lord and Savior), what does that mean? 
( You have eternal life; you are saved; you are his child.
- On what authority do you know this? ( The trustworthiness of God himself and his word

· “God said it, I believe it, that settles it!”

· The Cru train illustration: Picture a train with an engine (the fact of God and his word), a passenger car (faith, our trust in God and his word), and a caboose (feelings, the result of our faith and obedience). The train will run with or without the caboose. However, it would be futile to attempt to pull the train by the caboose. In the same way, we do not depend upon feelings or emotions for our salvation or the assurance of it, but we place our faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God and the promise of his word.
· This is the main basis of assurance—God’s promise and trustworthiness. Scripture gives us other bases of assurance that we will see as we go through this course. But this is most fundamental.
6. Closing: 
A. If you haven’t given your life to Jesus, why not do it now?
B. If you have trusted in Christ, this good news of Jesus’s death and resurrection for you providing you forgiveness+right relationship with God is cause for joy+gratefulness, and is the basis for your entire life now, a truth that you are to live in and from+come back to continually as you walk with God.
C. Testimonies (if time) and close in prayer with thanksgiving for our salvation.
